
ARTICLE VIII WATER CONSERVATION

ORDINANCE NO.  1316

November 28 2000

DIVISION 1 GENERALLY

Sec. 66-341 Definitions

“ACTIVE RECREATIONAL AREA” MEANS AN AREA WHICH MEASURES A MINIMUM
OF 10,000 SQUARE FEET AND AT LEAST 100 FEET LONG BY 100 FEET WIDE.

“COMMON AREA” MEANS AREAS IN A DEVELOPMENT DESIGNATED FOR
COMMON USE, BUT NOT INCLUDING ACTIVE RECREATIONAL AREAS IN
DEVELOPMENTS WHICH ARE AT LEAST 10,000 SQUARE FEET IN AREA AND AT
LEAST 100 FEET LONG AND 100 FEET WIDE.

“DEVELOPMENT” INCLUDES RESIDENTIAL SUBDIVISIONS AND NON-
RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES AND PROJECTS.

“EFFICIENT IRRIGATION SYSTEM” MEANS A SYSTEM THAT DELIVERS WATER IN
SUFFICIENT SUPPLY TO MEET THE PLANTS’ WATER CONSUMPTION
REQUIREMENTS, DIRECTLY TO THE PLANT MATERIAL WITHOUT CAUSING LOSS
OF WATER DUE TO SURFACE RUNOFF, EXCESSIVE INFILTRATION, OR EXCESSIVE
EVAPORATION.

“NEW DEVELOPMENT” SHALL MEAN A DEVELOPMENT THAT RECEIVES ZONING
APPROVAL AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDINANCE.

“LANDSCAPABLE AREA” DOES NOT INCLUDE ACTIVE RECREATIONAL AREAS
WHICH ARE AT LEAST 10,000 SQUARE FEET IN AREA AND AT LEAST 100 FEET
LONG AND 100 FEET WIDE.

“LOW WATER USE LANDSCAPING” MEANS PLANTS LISTED IN THE PHOENIX
ACTIVE MANAGEMENT AREA’S THIRD MANAGEMENT PLAN LOW WATER USE
PLANT LIST OR ANY MODIFICATION TO SAID LIST.

“NON PER CAPITA CONSERVATION PROGRAM” OR “NPCCP” MEANS THE WATER
CONSERVATION PROGRAM DESCRIBED IN THE STIPULATION AND ORDER FOR
REGULATION UNDER NON PER CAPITA CONSERVATION PROGRAM DATED JULY
25, 2000.

“TURF” MEANS A SURFACE LAYER OF EARTH CONTAINING REGULARLY MOWED
GRASS, WITH ITS ROOTS.  TURF INCLUDES BUT IS NOT LIMITED TO ANNUAL AND



PERENNIAL RYE GRASS, FESCUE, ALL TYPES AND HYBRID BERMUDA, AND
AZOYA.

“TURF-RELATED FACILITIES” MEANS A SCHOOL, PARK, CEMETERY, GOLF
COURSE, INDUSTRIAL PARK OR COMMON AREA OF A HOUSING DEVELOPMENT
THAT APPLIES WATER FROM ANY SOURCE, INCLUDING EFFLUENT, TO TEN OR
MORE ACRES OF LAND FOR TURF-RELATED WATERING PURPOSES.

“WATER CONSERVATION OFFICER” MEANS THE PERSON DESIGNATED BY THE
PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR TO IMPLEMENT THE NPCCP.

“WATER FEATURE” MEANS POOLS, PONDS, FOUNTAINS, STREAMS, WATERFALLS,
SWIMMING POOLS AND OTHER ARTIFICIAL WATER STRUCTURES.

“WATER-INTENSIVE LANDSCAPED AREA” MEANS

(1) AN AREA OF LAND THAT IS WATERED WITH A PERMANENT WATER
APPLICATION SYSTEM AND PLANTED PRIMARILY WITH PLANTS NOT
LISTED IN THE PHOENIX ACTIVE MANAGEMENT AREA THIRD
MANAGEMENT PLAN LOW WATER USE PLANT LIST OR ANY
MODIFICATIONS TO THE LIST; AND

(2) FOR NEW NON-RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENTS, THE TOTAL SURFACE AREA
OF ALL BODIES OF WATER FILLED OR REFILLED WITH WATER FROM ANY
SOURCE, INCLUDING RECLAIMED WATER, THAT ARE AN INTEGRAL PART
OF THE LANDSCAPED AREA.  BODIES OF WATER USED PRIMARILY FOR
SWIMMING PURPOSES ARE NOT AN INTEGRAL PART OF A LANDSCAPED
AREA; AND

(3) FOR NEW RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENTS, INCLUDING MODEL HOMES, THE
TOTAL SURFACE AREA OF ALL WATER FEATURES FILLED OR REFILLED
WITH WATER FROM ANY SOURCE.

Sec. 66-342 Water Conservation Officer.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS SHALL DESIGNATE A WATER CONSERVATION
OFFICER WHOSE DUTIES IT SHALL BE TO IMPLEMENT THE NON PER CAPITA
CONSERVATION PROGRAM.

Sec. 66-343 Enforcement



THE CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER SHALL ENFORCE THE PROVISIONS OF THIS
ARTICLE.

Sec. 66-344 Prohibition on Certain Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions

IT SHALL BE UNLAWFUL FOR COVENANTS, CONDITIONS AND RESTRICTIONS OF
A NEW DEVELOPMENT TO REQUIRE THE USE OF WATER-INTENSIVE
LANDSCAPING OR PROHIBIT LOW WATER USE LANDSCAPING.  NOTHING IN THIS
SECTION SHALL PROHIBIT INDIVIDUALS FROM USING WATER INTENSIVE
LANDSCAPING. 

Sec. 66-345 Limitations on New Water Features

(A) THE SPRAY FROM A WATER FEATURE INSTALLED, ERECTED OR
CONSTRUCTED BY A NEW DEVELOPMENT, SHALL BE LIMITED TO SIX FEET IN
HEIGHT FROM THE BASE OF THE WATER COLUMN.  THIS PROHIBITION SHALL
NOT APPLY TO ANY WATER FEATURE WHICH INJECTS OR DROPS WATER INTO
THE AIR SOLELY FOR THE PURPOSE OF COOLING A CONFINED AIR SPACE.

(B) WATER FEATURES SHALL COMPLY WITH THE FOLLOWING REQUIREMENTS:

(1) A PERMIT TO INSTALL, ERECT OR CONSTRUCT THE WATER FEATURE SHALL
BE OBTAINED FROM THE BUILDING AND CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER.  SUCH
PERMIT SHALL ONLY BE ISSUED IF THE WATER FEATURE COMPLIES WITH THE
REQUIREMENTS OF THIS SECTION.

(2) THE WATER FEATURE SHALL BE DESIGNED WITH CATCH BASINS THAT WILL
MAXIMIZE THE AMOUNT OF WATER RECYCLED AND MINIMIZE MAKE UP WATER.
 WATER FEATURES WHICH OVER SPRAY SHALL BE EQUIPPED WITH WIND SHUT-
OFF VALVES.

(3) THE WATER FEATURE SHALL BE DESIGNED TO USE WATER EQUIPMENT THAT
WILL MINIMIZE LEAKAGE THROUGHOUT THE LIFE OF THE WATER FEATURE.

(4) THE WATER FEATURE SHALL REUSE FILTERED BACKWASH IN A MANNER
BENEFICIAL TO SURROUNDING PLANT MATERIAL AND LANDSCAPED AREAS

(5) THE WATER FEATURE SHALL BE OPERATIONAL ONLY DURING NORMAL
BUSINESS HOURS AND SHALL BE EQUIPPED WITH AN AUTOMATIC TIMER AND A
RECIRCULATING PUMP.

Secs. 66-346 - 66-361. Reserved.



DIVISION 2 RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENTS

Sec. 66-362.  Landscaping in New Single Family and Multi Family Developments

(A) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION (B), THE AMOUNT OF WATER-
INTENSIVE LANDSCAPING IN COMMON AREAS OF NEW SINGLE FAMILY AND
MULTI-FAMILY DEVELOPMENTS SHALL NOT EXCEED 10% OF THE TOTAL
LANDSCAPABLE AREA.  IF RECLAIMED WATER IS USED ON SUCH COMMON
AREAS, THE TOWN’S RECLAIMED WATER INCENTIVE RATE SHALL BE CHARGED.

(B) IF RECLAIMED WATER IS USED ON COMMON AREAS, THE AMOUNT OF
WATER-INTENSIVE LANDSCAPING MAY INCREASE TO 50% OF THE TOTAL
LANDSCAPABLE AREA.  THE TOWN’S STANDARD RECLAIMED WATER USE RATE
SHALL BE CHARGED.

(C) THE AMOUNT OF RECLAIMED WATER AVAILABLE TO A DEVELOPMENT
SHALL BE BASED ON AVAILABILITY BUT IN NO EVENT SHALL BE GREATER THAN
THREE TIMES THE AMOUNT OF CALCULATED SEWAGE OUTPUT OF THE
DEVELOPMENT AT BUILDOUT, LESS 15%.

(D) TURF SHALL BE PROHIBITED IN ALL RIGHTS-OF-WAY, WHETHER OR NOT
RECLAIMED WATER IS USED TO IRRIGATE SUCH TURF.  AS USED IN THIS
SUBSECTION, “RIGHT-OF-WAY” DOES NOT INCLUDE (1) LANDSCAPE EASEMENTS
ON PRIVATE LOTS AND (2) ACTIVE RECREATIONAL AREAS CONTIGUOUS TO
RIGHTS-OF-WAY SO LONG AS THE ACTIVE RECREATIONAL AREA IS AT LEAST
10,000 SQUARE FEET IN AREA AND AT LEAST 100 FEET LONG AND 100 FEET WIDE.

(E) ONLY LOW WATER USE PLANTS MAY BE USED IN THE REMAINING
LANDSCAPABLE AREA OF THE COMMON AREA.

(F) ALL IRRIGATION SYSTEMS MUST BE EFFICIENT IRRIGATION
SYSTEMS.

Sec. 66-363 Model Homes in New Residential Developments

(A) THE COMBINED TURF AND WATER SURFACES OF ALL WATER FEATURES OF
MODEL HOMES IN NEW SINGLE-FAMILY DEVELOPMENTS SHALL NOT EXCEED
TWENTY PERCENT (20%) OF THE LANDSCAPABLE AREA.

(B) WATER INTENSIVE LANDSCAPING SHALL BE LOCATED ONLY WHERE IT IS
FUNCTIONALLY USEFUL, SUCH AS IN PLAY AREAS OR CLOSE TO THE HOUSE FOR
ENERGY EFFICIENCY.



(C) ALL OTHER PLANT MATERIAL USED IN LANDSCAPABLE AREAS MUST BE LOW
WATER USE PLANTS.

(D) ALL IRRIGATION SYSTEMS MUST BE EFFICIENT IRRIGATION SYSTEMS.

(E) DEVELOPERS OF NEW DEVELOPMENTS SHALL PROVIDE TO HOMEBUYERS AN
INFORMATION PACKAGE ON LOW WATER USE LANDSCAPING OBTAINED FROM
THE TOWN’S WATER CONSERVATION OFFICER.  IN ADDITION, MODEL HOMES
SHALL HAVE LANDSCAPING AND IRRIGATION PLANS APPROVED BY THE
PLANNING DEPARTMENT PRIOR TO ISSUANCE OF BUILDING PERMITS, FOR
WHICH NO VARIANCE MAY BE GRANTED, AND WHICH MEET THE
AFOREMENTIONED REQUIREMENTS.

Sec. 66-464 – 66-470 Reserved.

DIVISION 3 NON-RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENTS

Sec. 66-471 Water Use Plans

(A) NEW NON-RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPERS, EXCEPT TURF-RELATED FACILITIES,
WHO HAVE AN ESTIMATED ANNUAL USE THAT AVERAGES NINE THOUSAND
(9,000) GALLONS PER DAY OR MORE ARE REQUIRED TO SUBMIT A  “WATER USE
PLAN” AS A CONDITION TO ISSUANCE OF A BUILDING PERMIT.  THE “WATER USE
PLAN” SHALL CONTAIN AT LEAST THE FOLLOWING:

(1) A DESCRIPTION OF ANY AVAILABLE WATER CONSERVATION TRAINING
PROGRAMS OFFERED TO EMPLOYEES.

 
(2) WHETHER ALTERNATIVE WATER SOURCES WILL BE USED.  ALTERNATIVE

WATER SOURCES INCLUDE RECLAIMED WATER, POOR QUALITY
GROUNDWATER OR OTHER NON-GROUNDWATER SOURCES.

 
(3) OPERATING LEVELS OF TOTAL DISSOLVED SOLIDS (TDS) OR

CONDUCTIVITY FOR COOLING TOWERS AND TOTAL COOLING CAPACITY,
AS WELL AS BLOW DOWN FREQUENCIES

 
(4) HOW THE FACILITY WILL USE THE BEST AVAILABLE CONSERVATION

TECHNOLOGIES IN ACCORDANCE WITH EXISTING PROCESS USES. 
EXAMPLES INCLUDE RECIRCULATING SYSTEMS FOR PROCESS WATER,



ALTERNATIVE DUST CONTROL METHODS, AUTOMATIC SHUT-DOWN
DEVICES TO ELIMINATE CONTINUOUS RUNNING WATER.

 
(5) ANY PLANS FOR THE REUSE OF WASTEWATER OR PROCESS WATER AT THE

FACILITY.
 

(6) DESCRIPTION OF LANDSCAPING AND IRRIGATION SYSTEM FOR THE
FACILITY.

(B) IF A NEW NONRESIDENTIAL CUSTOMER IS SUPPLIED WATER THAT DID NOT
HAVE AN ESTIMATED ANNUAL WATER DEMAND OF TEN (10) ACRE-FEET
(3,258,500 GALLONS) OR MORE AT THE TIME THE TOWN COMMENCED SERVICE
OF WATER TO THE CUSTOMER, AND THAT DID NOT SUBMIT A CONSERVATION
PLAN AT THAT TIME, REGISTERS AN ANNUAL WATER USE OF TEN (10) ACRE-
FEET OR MORE OF WATER SUPPLIED BY THE TOWN AFTER THE FIRST FULL
CALENDAR YEAR OF OPERATION OR IN A SUBSEQUENT CALENDAR YEAR, THE
TOWN SHALL NOTIFY THE CUSTOMER IN WRITING THAT THE CUSTOMER SHALL,
BEFORE JULY 1 OF THE FOLLOWING CALENDAR YEAR, SUBMIT TO THE TOWN A
WATER CONSERVATION PLAN AS DESCRIBED ABOVE.

(C) THE TOWN SHALL TERMINATE WATER SERVICE TO THE NONRESIDENTIAL
CUSTOMER UNLESS THE CUSTOMER SUBMITS, WITHIN 120 DAYS AFTER
RECEIVING THE WRITTEN NOTIFICATION, A WATER CONSERVATION PLAN
DEMONSTRATING THE USE OF THE LATEST COMMERCIALLY AVAILABLE
CONSERVATION TECHNOLOGIES FOR BOTH INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR WATER
USE CONSISTENT WITH REASONABLE ECONOMIC RETURN.

Sec. 66-472     Landscaping in Non-Residential Developments

THE FOLLOWING TYPES OF DEVELOPMENTS SHALL BE SUBJECT TO THE
FOLLOWING STIPULATIONS FOR THEIR TOTAL LANDSCAPABLE AREA:

(A) FOR ALL DEVELOPMENTS, EXCEPT HOTELS AND MOTELS, THE WATER
INTENSIVE LANDSCAPED AREA SHALL NOT EXCEED AN AREA CALCULATED BY
ADDING 10,000 SQUARE FEET PLUS 20 PERCENT OF THE FACILITY’S
LANDSCAPABLE AREA IN EXCESS OF 10,000 SQUARE FEET (EXCLUDING ACTIVE
RECREATIONAL AREAS WHICH MUST MEASURE AT LEAST 100 FEET ON A SIDE
AND A MINIMUM OF 10,000 SQUARE FEET). IF THE AREA OF THE LOT IS 10,000
SQUARE FEET OR LESS, THE WATER INTENSIVE LANDSCAPING SHALL BE
LIMITED TO AN AREA EQUAL TO 10 PERCENT OR LESS OF THE TOTAL LOT AREA.



(B) FOR HOTELS AND MOTELS, THE WATER INTENSIVE LANDSCAPED AREA
WITHIN THE FACILITY SHALL NOT EXCEED AN AREA CALCULATED BY ADDING
20,000 SQUARE FEET PLUS 20 PERCENT OF THE FACILITY’S LANDSCAPABLE AREA
IN EXCESS OF 20,000 SQUARE FEET (EXCLUDING ACTIVE RECREATIONAL AREAS).
IF THE AREA OF THE LOT IS 20,000 SQUARE FEET OR LESS, THE WATER
INTENSIVE LANDSCAPING SHALL BE LIMITED TO AN AREA EQUAL TO 10
PERCENT OR LESS OF THE TOTAL LOT AREA.

(C) DEVELOPMENTS THAT DO NOT EXCEED THE ABOVE DESCRIBED MAXIMUM
PERCENT OF TOTAL LANDSCAPABLE AREA IN WATER INTENSIVE LANDSCAPE
AND WHICH MAKE USE OF
RECLAIMED WATER, WILL BE CHARGED THE RECLAIMED WATER INCENTIVE
RATE.  DEVELOPMENTS THAT UTILIZE RECLAIMED WATER CAN INCREASE THE
PERCENTAGE OF WATER INTENSIVE LANDSCAPE IN THE LANDSCAPABLE AREAS
UP TO 50% AND PAY THE STANDARD RECLAIMED WATER USE RATE. 

(D) ONLY LOW WATER USE PLANTS MAY BE USED IN THE REMAINING
LANDSCAPABLE AREA.

(E) SCHOOLS, PARKS, CEMETERIES, GOLF COURSES, COMMON AREAS OF
HOUSING DEVELOPMENTS, AND PUBLIC RECREATIONAL FACILITIES WITH
WATER INTENSIVE LANDSCAPING AREAS GREATER THAN OR EQUAL TO 10
ACRES, ARE EXEMPT FROM THIS PROVISION, AND SHALL BE GOVERNED BY THE
STATE REGULATED PROGRAM FOR “TURF FACILITIES”.

(F) ALL IRRIGATION SYSTEMS MUST BE EFFICIENT IRRIGATION SYSTEMS.


